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and as an enemy of socialism. But the circumstance
which at this juncture specially commended him to the
admiration of France was the recollection of his dash-
ing, free, and incisive criticism of the Second Empire.
When Thiers was elected to the Chamber in 1863, some-
one said that henceforth French history would resolve
itself into a dialogue between Thiers and the Emperor.
In truth a cloudy, ambitious and unsound policy could
not have encountered a more formidable antagonist
than this facile and fiery orator who knew the weights
and measures of Europe better than the Imperial
Foreign Office, and exposed with a desolating command
of technique the seamy finance and wavering diplo-
macy of a bad Government. Again and again he
pressed his indictments in the audience of a people fast
moving down the planes of doubt and disaffection.
He exposed the wild folly of the Mexican expedition
with its ugly dash of financial speculation. He
denounced the apathy which accepted the bitter
political fruit of Sadowa. He predicted the military
ascendency of Germany, and, unless precautions were
promptly taken, the loss of Alsace-Lorraine. Almost
alone among French politicians he withstood the
passionate !gust of frenzy which swept his country
into the Prussian War. He was not afraid to speak
unwelcome truths. He told France that while she
was unprepared, Prussia was ready; he pleaded for
delay; he protested against the idea that two great
nations should engage in a disastrous collision upon a
point of diplomatic susceptibility, and for the moment
he was the most unpopular man in Paris. A few
weeks passed and against the grim darkness of Sedan
he shone as the one oracle of wisdom. The Empress
appealed to him to save her, and the Paris mob which